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As a business in Washington State, you are responsible for knowing what 
and how much dangerous waste you generate.  The Dangerous Waste 
Regulations in Chapter 173-303-070 WAC describe the characteristics or 
properties that cause a waste to be considered dangerous, and what amounts 
of waste cause you to be regulated as a dangerous waste generator.  This 
guide leads you through the steps that you must take to determine whether 
you generate a dangerous waste subject to special handling requirements.  
This process of classifying wastes is called “designation.”  The document also 
contains a flow chart that can be used with a copy of the regulations to help 
you designate wastes more easily and accurately. 
 The designation process identified in this guide is appropriate for most 
waste streams.  Generators should be aware, however, that exclusions exist 
for certain waste streams.  The majority of these exclusions may be found in 
Chapter 173-303-071 WAC. 
 
 

What you need to know to start 
Look around your facility and locate all of the wastes and processes that 
produce waste.  You need to know how much of each waste you generate 
each month, and how much of each waste you have accumulated on-site.  
You will also need to know something about the physical and chemical 
nature of your wastes.  It is usually necessary to know the name of all 
chemical components that make up the specific waste stream. 
 Material Safety Data Sheets may tell you something about the physical 
and chemical properties of your waste.  They might also show the names of 
the chemicals used in a product.  Without this type of information about your 
waste, you may have to test each waste stream to determine if it is dangerous 
waste. 
 
 

How to use this document 
This guide is a three-step process.  It is designed for people who intend to 
dispose of their wastes.  You will need a copy of the Dangerous Waste 
Regulations to use as a reference.  If you are recycling or reusing your wastes, 
refer to sections -016 and -017.  
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Step 1 - Inventory Your Wastes 
Find out what wastes you have, and how much waste you generate each 
month and accumulate on-site at any one time before disposal.  Write these 
quantities in the Waste Inventory section of the Generator Status Work-
sheet printed on page 3. 

 

Step 2 - Designating 
For each of your wastes, follow the Dangerous Waste Designation Flow 
Chart on page 4.  This flow chart leads you through a series of questions 
that will help you to decide if your waste is dangerous. 

All dangerous wastes have a four-digit code number assigned to them 
based on their properties.  If your waste meets the definition of a particular 
type of dangerous waste, write the four-digit waste number in the 
Designation column of the Waste Inventory table on page 3. 

Following the flow chart, write down all of the waste numbers that 
apply to your waste on the Generator Status section of the worksheet.  
Stop when you reach a box on the flow chart that reads, “No further 
designation is required.”  

 

Step 3:  Generator Status 
After tracing each waste through the flow chart, go back to the generator 
status worksheet and follow the instructions.  Add up all of the pounds of 
wastes that have been assigned waste numbers.  You can now figure out if 
you are a small, medium or large quantity generator, and what you must 
do to correctly handle your waste.  You may be: 
• a small quantity generator (SQG) and responsible only for following the 

handling requirements described in WAC 173-303-070(8) in addition to 
any county or city hazardous waste management requirements; or 

• a medium quantity generator (MQG) and required to follow the 
standards listed by WAC 173-303-201 and -202; or 

• a large quantity generator (LQG) subject to full regulation under the 
requirements of WAC 173-303-170 and -200.  
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Generator Status Worksheet 
 

Waste Inventory:  Fill in the spaces below for each of your waste streams.  First, write in the waste name, number of 
pounds you generate each month, and the number of pounds you accumulate on-site at any time.  Once this information is 
complete, go through the steps of the flow chart to find out which dangerous waste numbers apply to your waste.  Write in all of 
the dangerous waste numbers for each waste in the spaces marked “Waste Numbers”. 
 Waste Name Pounds Generated 

Each Month 
Pounds Accumulated 
On-site 

Waste Number(s) 
(Designation) 

     
Waste 1. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 2. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 3. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 4. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 5 ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 6. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 7. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 8. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
Waste 9. ____________________ _______________ ________________ _________________ 
     
 

Waste Totals:  Add up the amount of waste you generate and/or accumulate on-site at any time that has any of these 
waste numbers:  any number beginning with P, WT01, F020-F023, F026, and F027.  Write these quantities on Line 1 
below.  On Line 2, write in the amount of spill residues from all numbers beginning with P, F020-F023, F026 and F027.  
Then write in the total amount of all other wastes that are “dangerous wastes” on Line 3. 
 

   Wastes Pounds Generated 
Each Month 

Pounds Accumulated 
On-site 

Line 1. All numbers beginning with P, WT01, F020-
F023, F026, F027 

 
______________ 

 
________________ 

    
Line 2. Spill residues from all numbers beginning 

with P, F020-F023, F026, F027 
 
______________ 

 
________________ 

    
Line 3. All other Dangerous Waste numbers ______________ ________________ 
 
Generator Status: Compare your totals to the quantities listed below to determine your generator status. 
You are a Small Quantity Generator if: 

Line 1 quantities are less than        2.2 pounds  and  2.2 pounds 
   and 

Line 2 quantities are less than        220 pounds  and  220 pounds 
  and 
Total of Lines 1, 2 and 3 is less than      220 pounds  and  2200 pounds 

 
You are a Medium Quantity Generator if: 

Line 1 quantities are less than        2.2 pounds  and  2.2 pounds 
   and 

Total of Lines 1, 2 and 3 is less than      2200 pounds and  2200 pounds 
 
You are a Large Quantity Generator if: 

Line 1 quantities are more than        2.2 pounds  or  2.2 pounds 
   or 

Total of Lines 1, 2 and 3 is more than     2200 pounds or  2200 pounds 
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For More Information 
The Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program is responsible for the 
management and reduction of hazardous wastes and toxic substances in Washington 
State.  We are available to answer your questions.  Contact a regional office near you 
and ask for a Toxics Reduction Specialist for information on reducing or recycling 
hazardous waste.  If you are uncertain about your responsibilities as a hazardous 
waste generator, ask for a Hazardous Waste Specialist. 

Additionally, staff from our program have authored over one hundred publications 
to help answer your questions about safely managing your hazardous waste.  A few 
are listed below. 

 
Step-by-Step:  Fact Sheets for Hazardous Waste Generators  This packet of fourteen, 
easy to use guidelines provides an overview of the requirements of the Dangerous 
Waste Regulations.  All of the fact sheets listed can be obtained as part of the packet, or 
individually, according to their corresponding publication number. 
Hazardous Waste:  More Common Than You Think, #91-12a, Rev. 11/00 
Hazardous Waste Generator Checklist, #91-12b, Rev. 10/04 
Fact Sheet 1:  Identify Your Generator Requirements, #91-12I, Rev. 11/00 
Fact Sheet 2:  Obtain A RCRA Identification Number, #91-12j, Rev. 10/04 
Fact Sheet 3:  Report Annually, #91-12k, Rev. 10/04 
Fact Sheet 4:  Perform Preventive Maintenance, #91-12l, Rev. 11/00 
Fact Sheet 5:  Properly Accumulate Hazardous Waste, #91-12m, Rev. 5/03 
Fact Sheet 6:  Plan For Emergencies, #91-12n, Rev. 6/03 
Fact Sheet 7:  Use Proper Containers and Manage Them Correctly, #91-12o, Rev. 5/03 
Fact Sheet 8:  Arrange For Proper Transportation and Disposal, 91-12p, Rev. 5/03 
Fact Sheet 9:  Manifest Shipments of Hazardous Waste, #91-12q, Rev. 6/03 
Fact Sheet 10:  Keep Records of Hazardous Waste Activity, #91-12r, Rev. 10/04 
Glossary, #91-12x, Rev. 10/04 
Subject Index, #91-12, Rev. 4/03 

 
Hazardous Waste Services Directory, publication #98-412, offers a list of businesses 
that can help you identify, quantify, and describe any hazardous waste that you may 
generate and can provide a variety of management options.  The directory is available 
online at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/apps/hwtr/hwsd/default.htm. 
 
State and Federal Rule Differences, publication #96-401, Rev. 9/02.  This discussion 
paper outlines the regulatory differences between Washington State’s Dangerous Waste 
Regulations and the federal RCRA program. 

 
View a complete list of publications offered by the Hazardous Waste and Toxics 
Reduction Program online at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/hwtr.html. 
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The Department of Ecology is an equal opportunity agency and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, creed, color, disability, age, religion, national origin, sex, marital 
status, disabled veteran’s status, Vietnam Era veteran’s status or sexual orientation. 

If you need this information in an alternate format, please call the Hazardous Waste 
and Toxics Reduction Program at 360-407-6700.  If you are a person with a speech or 
hearing impairment, call 711, or 800-833-6388 for TTY. 

 
 

printed on  
recycled paper 
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